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found. It should be mentioned in, this connexion that
according to most of the estimates of raiyati holdings made by
Settlement Officers, the average raiyati holding is less than 2
acres. Although these estimates ignore the fact that a man may
have more than one tenancy, in some cases the size of the aver-
age raiyati holding has been put at 2 acres after allowing for
this fact.1

The cultivation of a holding of 4 bighas is not a profitable
concern even under very favourable conditions. In order to
take into account the value of family labour we shall assume
that all work is done by hired labour. The cultivation of an
acre of kharif crop requires 39 man days and 31 bullock days,
and the cultivation of an acre of winter crop requires 21 man
days and 26 bullock days.2 Taking the average daily wage to
be 4 as. and the cost of a pair of bullocks to be 10 as. per day
we find that the cultivator has to spend about Rs. 77 on labour
and bullock power. Besides this. he requires for seed two
maunds of paddy. Taking Rs. 2-12 per maund to be the price
of paddy, the cost of seed for two rice crops will be Rs. 5-8. If
we take the average rent to be Rs. 3-8 per acre and the abwabs
as equivalent to Rs. 25 per cent of this amount, the cultivator
has to spend Rs. 5-13 on both of these items.*

The total expenditure will, thus, come to Rs. 88-5. The out-
turn of paddy will be about 35 maunds. Taking Rs. 2-8 to be
the sale price of a maund of paddy, the produce will bring in
Rs. 87-8. There will, therefore, be a loss of 13 as.

But the cultivator does not care to know whether there is a
net loss. He is satisfied so long as there is a gross profit. To
him, a holding, however small/ is an insurance against unem-
ployment and starvation and he is not interested in knowing the
cost of this protection. The labour required for cultivation is
supplied mainly by the cultivator's family," though sometimes
labourers have to be hired. Sometimes an agricultural operation
has to be performed within a short time to take the maximum
advantage of weather conditions. Fields must be ploughed

1  Report of the Bengal Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee,   pp.
23-4.

2  Ibid.

3  See Report of the Land Revenue Commission, Bengal, Vol. VI, p. 33,